
  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
September 2016 Newsletter 

 
Phone: 734-427-1414 

Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Krister Ulmanis 
Cantor: Dr. Michael Burkhardt 
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross 

Introducing the Holy Cross theme for 2016-2017 

Called to be . . . Living Voices of  the Gospel 
 

October 2016 marks the beginning of a year-long celebration of the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation. As we enter this time of observance, we are 
reminded and challenged through the lifework of Luther and other reformers 

that reformation is not simply a one-time historical event, but rather that the Body of Christ we 
call Church is always in need of reform and renewal in the light of the Gospel. 
 

Luther once remarked that music was a living voice of the Gospel (viva vox evangelii). Similarly, we 
are called to be living voices of the Gospel with our whole being, through our words, deeds and 
actions. We do this not on our own but empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 

May God bless our journey together! 

Ministry Fair Potluck 
 

No need to sign-up for the potluck, hot 
dogs will be provided, just bring the item 
that coincides with your last name.  

A-H: Chips (1-2 bags) 
I-P: Salad (Pasta, Bean, Lettuce…) 

Q-Z: Finger Desserts or Fruit 
 

We will also need your help setting up in the 
on Saturday, Sept. 10th at 10 am.  
Contact Kathy Weaver, (313) 460-0922, with 
questions. 

Annual Holy Cross Ministry Fair 
 

Join us as we embark on a new year of mission 
and ministry here at Holy Cross! The Fellowship 
Hall will be busting with energy and displays of 
the many ways we are God’s People Doing God’s 
Work. There is something for every interest and 
all ages! We invite you in with grateful hearts for 
all that is already here and all that is yet to come. 
As you wander through the crowd, listen for the 
whisper of “Holy Spirit Stuff” calling you into 
engagement with what you see or, even better, 
what you don’t see yet. 

Holy Cross Day - September 11th! 
One service only at 10:00 am 
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Dear friends, 
 

After the summer it is time to get back to the “program part” of the year – when 
things begin again after a summer break. In some ways it is very much like new 
beginnings, and for us at Holy Cross it all begins on Sunday, September 11 with 
one worship service at 10:00 am, followed by the Ministry Fair and Potluck. 
 

The Ministry Fair is a time where the many ministries that take place at Holy 
Cross have an opportunity to inform the rest of the congregation what they are 
doing, and for members to have an opportunity to sign up and participate as 
much as they are willing to participate. 

 

When it comes to new beginnings I am reminded of the reggae song from a few years back 
that played on my car radio the other day. A song that asked the question, - “Are you ready 
for some more?”  
 

And while the song speaks of more of what life has to offer, the question we need to ask 
ourselves is if we are ready for some more of the saving grace of Jesus Christ.   
 

That is, after all, the ultimate question. Not just at the Ministry Fair once a year, but the 
ultimate question we have to ask ourselves as we begin each day with a fresh start. What is 
it that will drive this day? The world and the way it bombards us with material things, or the 
Word of God and how we can spread it to those we come in contact with?  
 

As September begins and a new routine begins it becomes easy to be distracted by all the 
busyness of life and the bombardment of things around us that we are told are important 
and matter the most. 
 

But the things that really matter are to open our hearts each and every day to be ready to 
receive more of God’s grace, God’s love, and God’s care so that we can be ready to give of 
ourselves.   
 

One of the simple ways to feel God’s presence is to be part of God’s people in the life of 
the church. To care for each other in the family of faith. To help in the work of the church 
through volunteering. To gather for worship and receive the grace of God through the 
Sacrament, and through the hearing of the Word. All of this so that we can give away to 
those outside the church the blessings we have received. 
 

“Are you ready for some more?” More of God’s grace, God’s love, and God’s care.  Get 
ready, for the best is yet to come!!!!! 
        Pr. Krister 
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hearts, hands and voices  
Music and Fine Arts School-Year Program 

Mondays beginning 9/12/16 
6:30-8:00 pm 

This year’s Monday night hearts, hands and voices Music and Fine Arts program kicks 
off on September 12. Please invite any students entering Grades 2-7 you know who 
might be want to join us. Students in Grade 8 and over are welcome to help model for 
the others. The only requirement is an interest in music. 
 

For those that are unfamiliar with HHAV – young people come from around the region to 
participate in a weekly program designed to immerse them in hands-on learning 
opportunities in music. Led by Michael Burkhardt, the curriculum includes choral singing, 
handbells/chimes, African drumming and Orff ensemble. “Dr. B” is assisted by trained 
musicians to give everyone a great experience. We gather at 6:30 PM for a light supper and 
make music until 8:00 PM. The Fall Term concludes with an Advent/Christmas concert 
performed with the Holy Cross choirs on December 17 at 7:30 PM. 
 

The only tuition we ask is that each participant take a turn providing supper during 
each term.  
 

It would help us quite a bit to know who is interested in joining us so Dr. B can work on 
the most effective faculty model. Registration forms are on our website 
(www.heartshandsvoices.org) or contact Ellen Batkie (elbatkie@gmail.com, 248-497-1451) 
or Cindy Channey in the church office to sign up.  

   Calling All  
   Singers and Ringers! 

 
                        Whether you only ring a 
little or sing a bit, we always welcome new 
members. Both choirs will return to their 
regular schedules on Wednesday, 
September 7th, Bells at 6:00 pm and Choir 
at 7:30 pm, in the Music Center. Contact 
Cindy in the office if you have any 
questions. 

Dear Holy Cross Family, 
 

Words cannot express my gratitude for all of 
your prayers, encouragement and good wishes 
throughout my series of heart “events” and 
my time of recuperation. Truly God has been 
holding me in care and love through the gifts 
and hands of the University of Chicago 
medical team, through my colleagues and 
friends around the world, and through all of 
YOU whom I am blessed to call family. 
 

I look forward to returning to Holy Cross in 
September to join and rejoice with you in 
worship, song, and prayer!  Until then keep a 
song in your heart and on your lips! 

 

Cantor Michael 
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                                            QUILT 
                                        BLESSING 
                                          SUNDAY 
 

Quilts will be blessed during worship on Sunday, 
October 16th. They will then boxed up in 
preparation for delivery to the Ann Arbor 
collection point by Susan and Clayton 
Scholz. Please plan to be part of this special day 
and if you can stay after to help box up the quilts 
it would be greatly appreciated.     

Lutheran World Relief  Quilts 
 

After a summer hiatus, the Quilting Bee will begin again on Thursday, 
September 22, 10 am – 3 pm, in the Meeting Room. We had a very 
productive year sewing quilt squares! The results have produced more 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief than we could have ever imagined when 

we started this endeavor in January. Please be sure to thank Arlene Fedoroff and Sue 
Scherbarth for their wonderful finishing work during the summer. 
 

Along the way we have shared ideas and suggestions that have increased the product AND 
production. We have enjoyed the fellowship of new faces as well as those who have been 
working on the LWR quilts for years. Please plan to join us as we start up again in the fall! 
Throughout the day there will be opportunities to learn to sew quilt squares (machines are 
available to use on site if you do not have one) into multicolor quilt tops, help press seams 
to prepare them for backing, and learning how to hand tie the quilts. Come when you can 
and leave when you must. Everyone is welcome! If you have questions, please contact 
Cheri Pearson, 248-444-4003, or Sue Scherbarth, 734- 765-5989. 

BACKPACK MINISTRY 
 

  This year our congregation filled 80 backpacks and also purchased a few 
  additional items that were on the Methodist Children's Home wish list. All 
  items will be delivered on August 31st, just in time for the beginning of the 
  school year. To all of the families who so generously contributed to the 
  backpack ministry a huge THANK YOU!! 

Mark your calendar for these  
future Quilting Bee dates: 

 

October 20 
November 17 

January 26 
February 23 
March 23 
April 27 

tel:%28248-444-4003
tel:%28734%29%20765-5989
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612            

2 We had the BEST time showing God’s love to others. We had the opportunity to help  
multiple people in the community from yard work to painting, just to name a few. Overall, 
it was the youth and adults who were impacted the most through these wonderful  
experiences. The youth/adults were able to grow in God’s love making new relationships, 
seeing how beautiful God creation is, and truly seeing how God has loved us so we must 
love others. Each individual community member made a lasting impression from their  
contagious smile, their gratefulness, or a personal story they told showed us how God’s 
love is everywhere!! Although, we “helped” them, they truly helped us. We made memories 
that will last a lifetime! Each night during our congregational time we wrote one memory 
from the day. We will revisit these memories throughout the school year and will be  
displaying for you all to see. It is great way to keep the experience in the forefront and 
show you all how much we appreciate the giving of your time and money. The youth were 
already planning our next mission trip in the car on the way home!! 

~ Kim Rowe, Director of Youth Ministries 

My experience during the mission trip in the 
Adirondack Mountains was nothing short of 
amazing. The week was filled with 
wonderful people and places. I loved 
serving at the “Jesus is Lord Camp”, the 
“Open Door Mission Food Pantry” and 
helping out an amazing man named Jerry 
Brant. Each day was full of fun activities 
provided by the staff at the site, the stories 
and songs at LGG were all engaging and the 
free time and church group time we were 
given was good bonding time for the 
members of our church. Overall my 
experience was 10/10 and I'm positive my 
church will attend another Youth Works 
Mission Trip! 

~ Danielle Moore 

MISSION TRIP RESPONSE 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Sept. 7 - Dinner, Parent Meeting and 
Faith Formation 

 Sept. 14 - Dinner and Faith Formation 
 Sept. 21 - Dinner and Faith Formation 
 Sept. 28 - Dinner and Faith Formation 
 

Coming in October... 
Crop Walk, Trunk or Treat at the 
Methodist Home and a trip to the cider 
mill! 



6 

HOLY CROSS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - SEPTEMBER 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1   NON FOOD PANTRY 2 3 
  

 
  

 
 
 

9:30 am  Esther Circle 
 
 
  
7:00 pm  Prayer Shawl 
                 Ministry 

 
 
 
4:00 pm  Alvarez/ 
            Wilton Wedding 

 
 
 
4:00 pm  Wedding Rehearsal 

4           LECTIONARY 23 5   LABOR DAY 6 7 8 9 10 

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & NO Godly Play 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 
 
  4:00 pm  Stibb/Pruitt Wedding 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

   9:30 am  Bible Study 
   
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am  WELCA  
                Board Mtg. 
 
 
6:30 am  Council Meeting 
7:00 pm  Rachel Circle 

 
    

 
 
 
 
6:00 pm  Pizza & Game Night 

11        HOLY CROSS DAY 12 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 13     14 15 16 17 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & NO Godly Play 
11:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 
12:00 pm  Ministry Fair & Potluck 

 
 
 
6:30 pm  hhav 
6:30 pm  ACA Study Grp. 
7:00 pm  Ruth Circle 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 
11:30 am  Christian Fellowship 
                   at Olive Garden 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 
9:15 am  Arab American  
              Museum Tour 
 
3:30 pm  Book Discussion 

 
 
 

 
 
 
2:00 pm  Movies & Munchies 

18          LECTIONARY 25 19 20    NON FOOD PANTRY 21 22 23 24 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 

 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  hhav 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
  
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am  Quilting Bee 
 
 
 
  7:00 pm  Lydia Circle 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

25         LECTIONARY 26 26  27 28 29 30  

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum    
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 
  1:30 pm  Private Event/AB 

 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  hhav 
6:30 pm  ACA Study Grp. 
 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
  
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

   

Building use by outside groups is  

shown in gray. 

Italicized activities are off site. 

Community Building Use 

M 5pm Ellies Weigh 

W & Th 7am AA  

W & F 8pm AA 

W 8pm Alanon 

Th 11am AA 

Th 7:30pm AIM 

F 10am AA 

Sun 6:30pm Over Eaters 

1st T 7pm Model Airplane 

4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters 

2nd & 4th F 6:30pm ACA 
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Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

Morgan Anastasiow Pearl Bur Betty Hendrickson 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Note that we only include members in the newsletter, with the exception of those serving our country. 

Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are updated. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  

Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 
Taylor Furda* 

Tina Hiller 
Seth Hooper 
Michael Rasler 

Jennifer Smith 
Dr. Erin & Paul Tracy 
Scott Vasko 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

Dolores Arndt 
Jayne Beyers 
JoAndrea Brandt 
Lois Cavanaugh 
Betty Connell 

Mildred Duby 
Edna Duffy 
Muriel Harper 
Ann Holliday 
Arlayne Lewis 

Pat Lindholm 
Ruth Lindke 
Marilyn May 
Bob Noechel 
Werner Oellerich 

Lee Onkka 
Bob Stone 
Trudy Stone 
Jack Thom 

Those Homebound: 

Mary Ann Asher 
Norma Beckerman 
Jim Bigelow 
Joyce Bigelow 
Michael Burkhardt 

Alexis Carr 
Jack Dahlstrom 
Judy Ewing 
Arlene Fedoroff 
Patty Gorton 

Marion Hansen 
Maureen Hatteberg 
Dave Hermann 
Barbara Johnson 
Don Johnson 

Carolyn MacKenzie 

Kathy Mertins 
Mary Kay Moore 
Pete Moundros 
Barb Myers 

Betty Parsley 
Dorothy Quince 
Ann Ransom 
Art Rautenberg 
Dave Wheeker 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

$104,679 

$35,218 

$31,515 

$35,127 

$33,310 

$239,849 

$118,924 

$35,149 
$40,648 $35,342 $40,869 

$270,932 

 $-

 $50,000

 $100,000

 $150,000

 $200,000

 $250,000

 $300,000

1st Quarter 2016 April 2016 May 2016 June 2016 July 2016 Year-to-Date

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2016 Comparison of Operating Expenditures and Receipts

January 1 - July 31, 2016
Average Worship Attendance Year-to-Date: 189

Expenditures Receipts
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Holy Cross Member Cycling Across America 
 

Ryan Hall, 23, and his family have been members of Holy Cross for over ten years. His 
father John’s family was a founding member of Holy Cross in the late 50’s and early 60’s. 
Ryan served on the Holy Cross council when he was fifteen and was active in ELCA youth 
activities including summer camp and the national Gathering in New Orleans. He 
graduated from Livonia Churchill in 2011 and attended Schoolcraft College and Albion 
College. He interrupted his college studies to work for AmeriCorps.  

Ryan is very active in social issues and wants to make a difference in reducing the 
carbon footprint from fossil fuels; while encouraging dependence on renewable energy 
such as wind and solar. His bike ride across America themed “Low Carbon Crossing” is by 
far his most challenging undertaking and looks for support and prayers as he makes his 
4,000 mile journey. 

More information regarding this adventure are detailed below. 

LowCarbon Crossings 
Ryan Hall Cycling Toward Climate Solutions 

 

From August 27 to November 12, Mindy Ahler and Ryan Hall are 
traveling over 4000 miles by bicycle across the United States and 
engaging in community conversations on climate solutions along the way. 
This “Low Carbon Crossing” will begin in Seaside, OR, and end in Washington, D.C. The 
goal is to motivate people to take action in a way that inspires them, gather their 
experiences and concerns about climate change, raise funds for Cool Planet, 
www.coolplanetmn.org, and Citizens’ Climate Lobby www.citizensclimatelobby.org, 
demonstrate bicycling as a fun, low-carbon way to travel and end with lobbying in D.C. to 
share the experience with legislators. Through blogging, video interviews and social media, 
they will share the journey and the voices of communities they visit with all who wish to 
follow along online and in person.  

Mindy Ahler of Edina, MN is Co-Director of Cool Planet, creating neighborhood fun 
and action for our planet. She is also a regional coordinator for Citizens’ Climate Lobby, 
creating the political will for a livable world. Mindy is an avid bike commuter and long-
distance rider. She has ridden over 10,000 miles on her bike and craves opportunities for 
long rides that combine her passion for climate change education with her passion for 
pedal power. Mindy’s concern for the climate stems from her social justice background and 
involvement with people around the world. This cross-country ride has been about seven 
years in the planning and Mindy is delighted to be making it a reality.  

To learn more about the journey and when Mindy & Ryan will be in your town, 
visit www.lowcarboncrossings.org. Please consider making a donation to their cause via this 
website, too. 

http://www.coolplanetmn.org/
http://www.citizensclimatelobby.org/
http://coolplanetmn.org/
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/
http://www.lowcarboncrossings.org/
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for  
September 

 

Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

September 4 Carol Schrecengost 
  Susan Morman 
September 11 Shari Dudek 
September 18 Mary Foster 
   Linda Carlucci 
September 25 Tami Klopfer 
   Sue Scherbarth 
 

Communion Teams 
 

September 4 Team WELCA 
September 11 Team Asher 
September 18 Team Adams 
September 25 Team Dudek 
 

Altar Guild 
 

September 4 Sue Scherbarth 
September 11 Sue Scherbarth 
September 18 Mary Ann Asher 
September 25 Mary Ann Asher 

Fellowship Events 
 

Saturday, September 10 at 6:00 pm 

Pizza & Game Night 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Saturday, September 17, 2:00 pm 

Movies & Munchies 
featuring  

“My Name is Khan” 

Arab American 

National  

Museum Tour 
 

Thursday, September 15 
Car-pool from the church  
at 9:15 a.m. Cost is $8.50 

 

“The Arab American National Museum is 
the first museum in the world devoted to 
Arab American history and culture. Arab 
Americans have enriched the economic, 
political and cultural landscape of American 
life. By bringing the voices and faces of Arab 
Americans to mainstream audiences, we 
continue our commitment to dispel 
misconceptions about Arab Americans and 
other minorities. The Museum brings to 
light the shared experiences of immigrants 
and ethnic groups, paying tribute to the 
diversity of our nation.” 

Planetarium & 

Museum of Natural 

History Trip 
 

Friday, October 7th 
Carpool from Holy Cross at 9:15 am. The 
Planetarium program begins at 10 am, 
followed by time at the museum and then 
lunch in Ann Arbor. Cost is $4/person, not 
including lunch. Sign up later this month, 
on the bulletin board. 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Coffee & Tea Servers 
for September 

 

September 4 Please sign up! 
September 11 Potluck 
September 18 Please sign up! 
September 25 Ruth Circle 
   

Please sign up for this  
much-appreciated ministry. 

Contact Susan Scholz to volunteer. 

Altar Flowers 

for September 
 

 
  

Please consider providing flowers for the 

altar. Sign up on the board hanging across 

from the office. 

Trifolium hybridum l.

Book Club News 
 

Our book for September is The Inner Circle,   
                   by Brad Meltzer.  
                   Join us for a discussion in  
                   The Abbey, September 15,  
                                  at 3:30 pm.  

Christian Fellowship will meet  
Tues., September 13th, 11:30 am 

the Olive Garden 

October 
NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 
is set for  

September 12th. 

Have you 
remembered  
your church in  

your will? 
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